United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

January 24, 2025
Dear senators,

The undersigned 87 organizations representing diverse interests and sectors urge
you to vote against Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.’s nomination to serve as the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Services and to publicly announce your
opposition as soon as possible if you have not yet already done so.

Kennedy regularly promotes conspiracy theories without evidentiary basis. We can
expect that he would use his elevated platform in this role to spread his dangerous
anti-science views. This could have a durable and consequential impact beyond
any particular policy changes he advocates.

After all, he has already had a dangerous impact on public health even without
serving in a government role. His misleading anti-vaccine positions have
contributed to the dangerous rise of vaccine skepticism in the United States and
around the world, with identifiably deadly results in some cases.' He has
perpetuated skepticism of the established scientific fact that the HIV virus causes
AIDS? and touted racist pseudoscience about vaccines® and COVID.* He has made
baseless claims that environmental chemical exposure causes children to become
gay or transgender.” There are simply too many examples to include in one letter.®
The bottom line is that such anti-science views are disqualifying for someone
tasked with serving as the top public health official in the nation.

httgs /[ WWW. advocate com/golltlcs/robert f- kennedy—]r pogper
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHkXhHQUTDo

4 https: //nVDost com/2023/07/15/rfk-jr- says- covid-was- ethmcallv targeted to- -spare- -jlews/

https://www.politifact. com/factchecks/2023/1un/28/r0bert f kennedv lr/no ev1dence atrazine-in-the- water—sum)lv -1s-

causin/

¢ https://www.nytimes.com/article/rfk-conspiracy-theories-fact-check.html;
| - hi health/202 Sk yiews- iracies-false-claims/:



https://www.nytimes.com/article/rfk-conspiracy-theories-fact-check.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2024/11/15/rfk-jr-views-conspiracies-false-claims/
https://www.cnn.com/2023/07/13/politics/robert-kennedy-jr-chemicals-water-children-frogs/index.html
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2023/jun/28/robert-f-kennedy-jr/no-evidence-atrazine-in-the-water-supply-is-causin/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2023/jun/28/robert-f-kennedy-jr/no-evidence-atrazine-in-the-water-supply-is-causin/
https://nypost.com/2023/07/15/rfk-jr-says-covid-was-ethnically-targeted-to-spare-jews/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHkXhHQUTDo
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/robert-f-kennedy-jr-2024-presidential-campaign-democratic-primary.html
https://www.advocate.com/politics/robert-f-kennedy-jr-poppers
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-vaccines/robert-kennedy-jr-says-tapped-by-trump-to-head-vaccine-safety-review-idUKKBN14U2HK/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-vaccines/robert-kennedy-jr-says-tapped-by-trump-to-head-vaccine-safety-review-idUKKBN14U2HK/

Kennedy has also made clear he would dismantle the very public health institutions
he would be charged with leading. He has publicly stated he would stop research
on drug development’ and infectious disease,® giving them “a break for about eight
years.” He has also pledged to fire hundreds of National Institute of Health (NIH)
employees,’ told Food and Drug Administration (FDA) workers to “pack [their]
bags,”'* and said he’d like to clear out entire departments of the federal
government, including the nutrition department at the FDA."

It is through this prism of bizarre anti-public health views that senators must view
anything that Kennedy says. For example, Kennedy’s criticisms of Big Pharma
rightfully strike a nerve with the American public (and echo critiques that many of
us have long made). But instead of strengthening scientific standards at the FDA,
we have every reason to believe that Kennedy’s approach would instead rely on
lowering standards and disregarding science in order to tout and perhaps approve
unproven medications and treatments.

Successful health initiatives rely on public confidence. If Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
takes command of the Department of Health and Human Services, we will face lies
and disinformation at an unprecedented scale that are capable of unwinding a

century of progress on fighting disease and promoting public health.

We urge you to swiftly announce your opposition to Kennedy’s nomination as
HHS chief.

Signed,
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