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Clarification of Vision Benefits under Health Care Reform 
 
Health Care Reform (HCR) preventive screenings are eye screenings, such as an eye chart exam or visual exam 
of the eye, typically done in the physician office as part of a preventive service. The details and CPT codes for  
HCR preventive vision screenings are listed below:   
 

• 99173 Screening test of visual acuity, quantitative, bilateral and  
• 99174 Ocular photo screening with interpretation and report, bilateral. 

 
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield in Ohio continues to cover additional services under the medical benefit 
related to vision. These services would be covered based on place of service and include HCPCS codes and 
those listed below: 
 

• 92015 Determination of refraction 
• 99172 Visual functional screening quantitative determination of visual acuity 
• S0620 Routine ophthalmological examination including refraction; new patient 
• S0621 Routine ophthalmological examination including refraction; established patient 

 
Some diagnoses, such as nearsighted, farsighted and astigmatism, are no longer considered preventive and are 
not covered if billed as preventive. However, other medical conditions, such as eye injury and glaucoma, will be 
covered and paid based on place of service. Diabetic eye exams are covered in full, limited to one per year. This 
information applies to the following services and CPT codes:  
 

• 92002 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation, intermediate, new patient 
• 92004 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation, comprehensive, new patient 
• 92012 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation, intermediate, established patient 
• 92014 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation, comprehensive, established 

patient 
• 92018 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation under general anesthesia  
• 92019 Ophthalmological services: medical examination and evaluation under general anesthesia, limited 

 
We apologize for any inconvenience caused by the lack of clarification about the above services.  
 
If you have questions, please contact your local Network Relations consultant. 
 
 
 
Note: CPT codes change periodically due to clinical and medical policy updates. This is a “snapshot” of what is 
covered as of March 15, 2012. Coverage for services is subject to the terms and conditions of the member’s 
health benefit plan. Anthem's reimbursement, if any, is reduced by any applicable deductibles, co-payments 
and/or coinsurance as defined in the member’s health benefit plan. 
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